With the approval of the UN Sustainable Development Goals comes several questions. How can we implement the UN Sustainable Development Goals at the national level? Must every country adopt and expend effort at achieving all of the goals? Or is it more suitable for countries to tailor the UN Sustainable Development Goals to the situations and priorities in their countries? The spirit of the agreement is reflected in the latter approach which, I feel, is the only practical way forward, if meaningful progress is to be made. To demonstrate this, an illustrative example is presented, describing the federal approach taken to achieving a sustainable future in one country, Canada.
Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development Adapted from UN (2015) .
Note that the UN Sustainable Development Goals did not come out of the blue as a new initiative or idea. They were a follow up to the UN Millennium Development Goals adopted by the international community in 2000 for a 15-year period. The UN Millennium Development Goals encompassed many sustainable development concepts, and led to numerous benefits. Examples in many countries include reduced levels of severe poverty, extreme hunger, and infant, child and maternal mortality. Additional achievements include improved access to safe drinking water, sanitation, and primary schooling for girls, and reductions in the spread of tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. But much was left to be achieved. This UN Sustainable Development Goals extend the UN Millennium Development Goals notably. For instance, the formulation and focus is more encompassing, shifting the overall focus to improving the sustainability of global economic and social development and requiring participation from both wealthy and poor nations.
Despite the differences between the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the UN Millennium Development Goals, the important issue now is how to implement meaningfully and productively the UN Sustainable Development Goals to which so many countries have committed.
Taking a national approach to tailoring the objectives to a countries circumstances and priorities is beneficial and makes what appears to be an overwhelming challenge addressable and feasible. As an example, I describe here the federal approach taken in Canada. The federal government recently released its strategy, entitled "Achieving a Sustainable Future: A Federal Sustainable Development Strategy for Canada -2016 -2019 " (Canada, 2016 . It sets out the country's sustainable development priorities, establishes goals and targets, and identifies actions to achieve them. Under a federal act that provides the legal framework for developing and implementing a government strategy every three years, the most recent strategy was released in 2016 outlining what Canada will do to promote clean growth, ensure healthy ecosystems and build safe, secure and sustainable communities. The development process incorporates public input and has 13 aspirational goals (see Table 2 ). These in essence are a Canadian reflection of the environmentally-related sustainable development goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, reflecting a national approach to the international agreement and reflecting the circumstances and priorities in the country. By 2020, at least 17% of terrestrial areas and inland water are conserved through networks of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures; by 2019, the condition of 90% of ecological integrity indicators in national parks is maintained or improved; between now and 2020, maintain Canada's annual timber harvest at or below sustainable wood supply levels Healthy wildlife populations All species have healthy and viable populations By 2020, species that are secure remain secure, and populations of species at risk listed under federal law exhibit trends that are consistent with recovery strategies and management plans; by 2025, 59% of managed migratory bird species have population sizes within an acceptable range Clean drinking water All Canadians have access to safe drinking water and, in particular, the significant challenges Indigenous communities face are addressed By March 31, 2019, 60% and by March 31, 2021 100% of the long-term drinking water advisories affecting First Nation drinking water systems financially supported by Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada are to be resolved Canada (2016) .
The illustrative example presented for Canada shows how a country can tailor the UN Sustainable Development Goals to its situations and priorities, in order to move forward towards achieving a sustainable future. I feel it provides an interesting and positive example of how countries can implement the UN Sustainable Development Goals at the national level. This example is by no means presented as the correct or only example, but rather is provided simply as an illustration. In fact, other nations have also put forward their plans to address the UN Sustainable Development Goals to the in their countries.
I feel that national strategies and actions provide the best practical way forward, if meaningful progress is to be made on achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals in particular and moving towards sustainable development globally in general.
